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The table shows that a close relation exists between the degree of pros-
perity experienced by the people generally and the amount of life insurance
allowed to lapse through non-payment of premiums,

In 1877 the amount lapsed by non-payment of premiums was 10-1 per
cent of the total amount of life insurance in force ; in 1878 it was 107 per
cent ; in 1879 it was 9'5 per cent, and in 1880 it was 79 per cent. Then
began a period of rapid development of life insurance, the amount effected
reaching into the 100 millions and rising to the 200 millions in 1888, after
which it climbed up towards the 300 million mark, which figure it reached
in 1895 with 19 millions over. Meanwhile the proportion of the lapsed
by non-payment of premiums went down till in 1886 the percentage of
lapsed was 54 per cent against 10-1 per cent ten years before. In 1887 it
rose to 59 per cent ; in 1888 to 7-2 per cent; in 1889 it fell to 71 per
cent, and in 1890 it fell to 7'0 per cent. In 1891 it fell to 6:0 per cent,
and in 1894 it rose to 8 per cent, indicating that the strain upon the purses
of the people was being felt.
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1891, . o 261,475,229 | 37,866,287 | 15,805,342 60 45 | 461 17
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1895.. ... LU 319,781,939 | 44,781,584 + + +

* Ineluding 20 months of the Canada Life. t Figures not available.



